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ON THE IDENTITY OF FOUR LITTLE KNOWN 
NOCTUIDAE DESCRIBED BY HOLLAND 


IN 1889 (LEPIDOPTERA) 


By Suicrro Such 


After his short trip to Japan in 1887, Dr. W. J. Hottanp wrote a paper entitled “Description of 
new species of Japanese Heterocera” (Trans. Amer. ent. Soc., 16:71-76, 1889). He described several 
new moths that he took at Shirakawa, Fukushima Prefecture, and at Oiwake, in the foot of Mt. 
Asama, Nagano Prefecture. Four species of the Noctuidae were included but they have been 
hardly recognized during more than seventy years, excepting one, Catocala mabella Horranp, which 
was considered to be a synonym of Catocala agitatrix Grazser by Hampson (Cat. Lep. Phal. B. M., 
12:128, 1913) and Warren (in Sertz, Macrolep., 3:311, 1913). Inove and Sucr (1958), in their Check 
List of Lepidoptera of Japan, Part 5, have placed Cosmia pembertoni Hottanp in the synonymy of 
Cosmia cara Butter, but owing to the difficulty to interpret the remaining two species by the original 
description accompanied with no figure, Rusina ripleyi HorLann and Sypna watanabii Hoiranp were 
provisionally put at the end of the catalogue as “systematic position unknown”. In spring of 1962, 
however, Dr. Harry K. Crencu of Carnegie Museum, Pittsburg, kindly enabled me to have a good 
fortune to see excellent photographs of the Hottann’s types located in his museum, through Dr. K. 
Sarton, my fellow entomologist, now working at Biological Department, Yale University, New 
Haven. The types are in so good condition that they are safely identified by my eyes without 


requiring any other information of the specimens. The results are as follows. 


Anacronicta plumbea (Butter, 1881) 
= Rusina ripleyi Ho.rann, Trans. Amer. ent.Soc., 16:74 (“I took this species abundantly at sugar 
at Shirakawa, Fukushima-ken”). Syn. nov. 
Type: 8; Shirakawa, No. 411/Carn. Mus. Ent. (Fig. 1) 
Cosmia cara Butter, 1881 
= Cosmia pembertoni Hotrann, Trans. Amer. ent. Soc., 16:75 (“Shirakawa”). 
Type: ¢,Shirakawa, No. 412/Carn. Mus. Ent. (Fig. 2) 
Catocala agitatrix GRaksER, 1889 
= Catocala mabella HorLanp, Trans. Amer. ent. Soc., 16:75 (“Oiwake”). 
Type: $, Oiwake, No. 413/Carn. Mus. Ent. (Fig. 3) 
Erygia apicalis Guenée, 1852 
= Sypna watanabii Hovranp, Trans. Amer. ent. Soc., 16:76 (‘This species is represented in my 
collection by several specimens taken at sugar in August, at Oiwake”). Syn. nov. 
Type: $, Oiwake, No. 414/Carn. Mus. Ent. (Fig. 4) 


My best acknowledgements are due to Dr. H. K. Crencu and Dr. K. Sarron for their kind 
assistance which led me to reach the conclusion of the long pending problem. 
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